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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination filed on 
10/27/05. Claims 1, 3-7, 10, 1 1, 14, and 20 were amended. No other claims were 
added or canceled. Accordingly, claims 1-21 are pending. . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reilly et al (US PGPUB 2002/0026349 A1), hereinafter referred to as Reilly further in 
view of Theimer et al (US Patent No. 5,493,692). 

As to claim 1, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus for mediating 
distribution of information received from a sending apparatus of a sender and distributed 
to a receiving apparatus of a receiver, comprising: a sending/receiving control part for 
conducting communication via a network with the sending apparatus and the receiving 
apparatus; (Abstract; 0033, 0097-0101) 

a distribution rank storage part for storing a distribution rank selected in advance 
by the receiver with respect to distribution information from the sender, among 
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distribution ranks defining distribution conditions containing designation of a 
summarization degree of distribution information in a plurality of levels; (Abstract; 0015, 
0017, 0031-0035 [Although the claim recites "a distribution rank selected in advance", it 
does not mention what it is selected in advance of.]) 

a distribution information storage part for storing an original of distribution 
information received from the sending apparatus; (Abstract, 0015,0035, 0069, 0091- 
0093) 

and a summarization processing part for, when receiving a request for 
distribution of stored distribution information received from the sending apparatus 
through the sending/receiving control part, obtaining from the distribution rank storage 
part a distribution rank previously selected by the receiver of the stored distribution 
information and selected based on its correspondence to the sender of the distribution 
information from the sender, and conducting summarization processing of the 
distribution information stored in the distribution information storage part in accordance 
with designation of a summarization degree corresponding to the obtained distribution 
rank, wherein the distribution information in accordance with the distribution rank is 
distributed from the sending/receiving control part to the receiving apparatus. (Abstract; 
0015, 0017, 0031-0035, 0051, 0054, 0069) 

However, Reilly does not explicitly indicate that the rank is selected in advance 
by the receiver before receiving distribution information from the sender. Theimer et al 
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teaches the selection of a rank based upon a pre-existing user-defined profile that is set 
up prior to receiving information from the sender (see abstract; col 4, lines 33-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Theimer et al into those of Reilly to make the 
system automated. By allowing the user to create a profile by which all incoming 
messages would be judged by, as opposed to the method taught by Reilly, one would 
not have to specify similar information on a continuous basis. 

Claims 1 1 and 20 are rejected for essentially being the method and computer 
program product for the apparatus described in claim 1 . 

As to claim 2, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the distribution conditions further include designation of a distribution 
time. (0059, 0065) 

As to claim 3, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1 , comprising a retransmission processing part receiving a request for 
transmission of an original of distribution information from a receiver of distribution 
information subjected to the summarization processing, extracting an original stored in 
the distribution information storage part, and distributing the original to the receiving 
apparatus through the sending/receiving control part. (Abstract, 0091-0093) 

Claim 12 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 3. 
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As to claim 4, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1 , comprising a rank information passing part for totalizing distribution ranks 
stored in the distribution rank storage part, and sending the totalized result to the 
sending apparatus through the sending/receiving control part. (Abstract, 0017, 0041, 
0055-0066, 0070, 0101) 

Claim 13 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 4. 

As to claim 5, an information distribution apparatus according to claim 1 , 
comprising an image information generating part adding screen definition information of 
a rank setting screen for allowing a receiver to input the distribution rank by selection, or 
access information to the rank setting screen to each distribution information; and a 
distribution rank updating part updating contents stored in the distribution rank storage 
part, based on a selection result which a receiver inputs by selection on the rank setting 
screen. (Abstract, 0017, 0035, 0051-0052, 0055, 0066, 0070, 0071) 

Claim 14 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 5. 

As to claim 6, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 5, wherein the rank setting screen includes a questionnaire column in addition to a 
selection column of the distribution rank, the information distribution apparatus 
comprising: a questionnaire result storage part storing answer data to the questionnaire 
column; a questionnaire record updating part receiving answer data to the questionnaire 
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column from the receiving apparatus through the sending/receiving control part, and 
updating contents stored in the questionnaire result storage part; and a questionnaire 
information passing part totalizing questionnaire results stored in the questionnaire 
result storage part, and sending the totalized result to the sending apparatus through 
the sending/receiving control part. (Abstract, 0017, 0033-0035, 0041, 0047, 0060, 
0062, 0071) 

Claim 15 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 6. 

As to claim 7, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 6, comprising a menu storage part storing predetermined questionnaire contents 
and questionnaire contents provided by each sender, wherein questionnaire contents to 
be displayed in the questionnaire column on the rank setting screen are selected by 
each sender from questionnaire contents stored in the menu storage part. (Abstract, 
0017, 0071, 0071, 0072) 

Claim 16 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 7. 

As to claim 8, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the distribution rank storage part includes a region for storing a 
distribution rank selected by each receiver on a sender basis or on the basis of the kind 
of information distributed from each sender. (Abstract, 0071 , 0072) 
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Claim 17 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 8. 

As to claim 9, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1 ( wherein summarization processing of distribution information by the 
summarization processing part is either one of the following processing selected by 
each sender: processing of conducting summarization based on a predetermined rule 
and processing of outputting an abstract previously provided together with the 
distribution information in accordance with each distribution rank from the sender as a 
summarized result. (Abstract, 0051, 0052, 0059, 0069) 

Claim 18 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 9. 

As to claim 10, Reilly teaches an information distribution apparatus according to 
claim 1, comprising a standard rank determining part determining an initial distribution 
rank based on evaluation by a plurality of receivers. (0105) 

Claim 19 is rejected for essentially being the method for the system described in 
claim 10. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues in substance that claim 21 contains similar limitations that 
distinguish it over the prior art and thus should be considered. In response, claim 21 
has already been withdrawn from consideration in the previous office action because it 
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contains limitations directed towards a distinct invention. It must be canceled in 
response to this action. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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